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Ethical and Legal Issues- Malpractice
Case Questions
1. Because the NP is being accused of malpractice, you are asked to review
the case to determine whether malpractice has occurred based on the required
conditions. 
After reviewing the case, the NP made the wrong diagnosis. Therefore, it is essential to focus on the signs and symptoms of the diseases and carry out stool tests to create a viral gastroenteritis diagnosis (Tobar & Putman, 2016).  First, the significant signs of viral gastroenteritis are nausea, vomiting, and watery diarrhea. The patient, in this case, did not report episodes of diarrhea. Second, the NP ordered a urine test that revealed hematuria instead of requesting a stool test to assess for the presence of a virus that causes viral gastroenteritis. Therefore, based on the above information, malpractice occurred.
What are the three conditions that must exist to establish malpractice
The three conditions that must exist to establish healthcare malpractice are a legal duty, breach of legal responsibility, and medical negligence that causes injury (Russell, 2017). A healthcare provider has to treat the patient once a relationship has been created. In a malpractice case, the legal duty is that the healthcare giver is responsible for treating the patient based on the professional knowledge and skills gained in the medical field (Russell, 2017). When a malpractice case is asserted in courts, testimonies from experts establish standard care about the accepted practices in healthcare for the treatment that led to malpractice claims. 
Once the standard care is established, the patient's attorney demonstrates how the healthcare provider breached the standard care. First, the element explains how the healthcare provider violated the standard of care (Russell, 2017). Then, after confirmation of the legal care breach, it is established that the healthcare provider was negligent in carrying out that duty as the patient's attorney can explain how the healthcare provider caused injury by demonstrating how the patient's conditions worsened because of the healthcare negligence.
2. While reviewing the case file, you note that the insurance company is
representing the clinic. If the clinic is determined to be "not guilty" of failing to
provide adequate supervision of the NP, how could this affect the NP
If the clinic is determined to be "not guilty" of failing to provide adequate supervision of the NP, the situation can affect the NP in different ways. First, the NP is left alone as the clinic is not blamed; thus, it is his/her burden to handle the situation. Second, the insurance company does not compensate in paying the damage caused by the condition. Thus, the NP is the one who pays all the cost that is incurred to compensate for expenditures. Third, the NP might lose the job as the clinic management might fire him/her. Losing a job affects the financial status of the NP directly. Finally, the reputation of the NP is ruined; thus becomes difficult to work in the same clinic as the other healthcare providers, management, and some patients are aware of the incidence. 

3. What are some tips you could give the NP to avoid or reduce the
possibility of legal issues? 
Some of the tips that can help the NP avoid or reduce the possibility of legal issues are the following: The NP should ensure effective communication with the patient and other healthcare providers. Communication is essential to avoid malpractice ("Medical malpractice reform—Historical approaches, alternative models, and communication and resolution programs," 2016). It ensures that the NP can get all the necessary information that is required before making a diagnosis. Another way to avoid legal issues is to stay updated on the current care standards. It is essential to be updated with the current healthcare standards to help keep on track when providing healthcare services. 
Furthermore, the NP must follow up on the patient's progress after examination and diagnosis. It helps to receive valuable information from the primary source. Second, following up helps to prevent the risk of malpractice, thus avoiding legal issues. The final tip is to always ask for help if you are not sure of the definitive diagnosis. Discussing with other healthcare givers about the differential diagnosis ensures that the correct diagnosis and suitable treatment.
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